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BOTANICAL NOTES AT MALLACQOTA
By T S. Hawkr, wa, ner

These notes are lased mainly on nhservations made last New
Year, when I was invited to accompany a camping parcy. I had
also specimens cotlecred in pravious years, at the same season, by
Miss E, IC Turner, wha showed me several luteresting localities,
Some of these plants have already been exhibited and vecorded in
the Naturabist, Although late in the season for any kinds of
flowers, a Jarge nuinber of species was identified, including zeveral
which nceur 1 Victariag, in the eastern parts only.

Tarly ohservers often reached Mallacoota by difficult roads; by
boat fram Genea; but the settlement 15 now easily accessible by

& gond road.  Several different types nf vegetation van be reached
within half an hour’s walk from the towuship, and the very attrac-
tive steeper country o the north-gast may he canveniently reached
by boat. The chimare is that characteristic of the far east of Gipps-
land—good rainfall, and much of it m summer, which muekes for
luxuriance in vegetation. especially in such favanred spots as the
lower parts of the vaileys. ;

At the township you find yourself mn a grassland with scartered
trees, no doubt formerly well covered, Awgophori intermedi 1%
the chief trce at thiz parr, with some fairly tall Black Wattles and
the Bracelet Honey Myrtle (Melalewca arunilaris). beth as troes
and as dense hushes. Along the actual wargin of the lake, with a
low clifi or short slope, are the Coast Banksia and some tymeal
eastern plants—the large Mock-Olive (Nofelace longifolia) and
the Blue Olive-lerry (Elacocerpus cyanous), with fringed flawers,
and the well-knawn FPrttosporum. wnduwlolumr. The Mock-Obve and
Oliye-barry belong to quite different families. In the forest elose
belind, the Evcalypts are not always easily identified, Aowers and
fruits being mostly out of reach. Bloodwoads (E. gummifera),
formerly ealled B, coruymbosy, are plentiful, and the fallen fruits
establish their identity. The very distinctive youpg growth calls
attention to the Silvertop {£. sieberwma)y.

Tn the undergrowth the Shrubby Trachymene (7. Eullordieri)
18 conspicuous in summer. This plant is very variable m leal shape.
The Wart-Rower (P'viophorva bavbate) twines among the low
vegetation. This (s an asclepiad climber, but dnes not show 1he
milky juice usual in the [amily or at Jeast not readily. The Dusky
Coral Pea (Kenmredye rubrcunda) occurs at places, On the
groynd near the settlement arc large patchies of the Lilac Lily
( Schethasmera wndmwala), an attrachive litHe (danl with some
flowers at midstunmet. It is reputed vave. A trailing Lobelia (L,
purpurascens) has the upward aspect of the fAower pearly white,
but tinted belind and often woloured on the hack of the leaves.
The Faoflower (Sceezole vamosissima) is common, though rather
thinly scatiered, as well as Dampicre stricta, a smaller blue flower,
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and mare upright plant of the same family. Anisopogen is a rather
formidable Spear-Grass with its three awus and considerable pene-
trating power. It s a fine example for the study of (he grass
spikelet as it does evecyihing on such a large scale. Another unusual
plant is the Curlywig (Cnscntis flexwosd), a sedge with very twisted
growth and leaf sheaths ac nitervals o itz stesns, shich give it the
aspect of a plant of the Restio 1amily. Another Caustis (C. pen-
tadilra) occurs at nioist places, but this 15 a more widely-known
plant. The Wooily Xanthosia (X. prlose), also fpund, has its
flowers few together and 15 somewhat woody, so that it is nat at
arwe seen to belong to the Carrot family.

Near the main road thare are 3ome wet Aars, the road natyrally
avoiding the more defined gullies. It is not always easy to say
which plants belang to the wet ground, as with sumimer rain the
forest as a whale is nwoister than in many other districtz. Kestra
comhiplanalins was found 1 these Aats and several others of its family.
Lycopedinm demsem, 2 rather robust form of clnb moss, is plentsful
at places, The Flax-leal Heath Myrtle (Bacekea lmifahiu) seems
definitely to beloug to these flats, 1t15 a shruh with slender branches
and had & few flowers in January, apparently beginmog. Tt is
recorded also in & somewhat different form an 2 moist sitvation
near Mt Imlay across the border, The Mistletoe (Loranthis
watellinws ) accars in the forest, nearly alwavs high up, bub its iallen
flowers revealit. The flowers are large and bright coloured and the
plant often quite atiractive. Near the coast, bat not in the actual
coastal scruh, the yellowish pacches of the Golden Mistletne are
seen. All we observed were associated with other Mistletoes
{ Lovanthus vitellinus and Phryoilouthss ewealyftifolivs). Definite
examples were obtained of the Golden Mistletoe parasitic on each
of these,

South-west of the township, near the coast, there s a large area
of dwarf scrub with patches of stonted trees, which may con-
venrently he called moorland, The present edge of (he forest i3
abrupt and the trees somewhat stunted, which may indlcate sole
clearing, but the moorland presents a type oi vegetation of its own,
in conditions due to exposure 1o wind and perhaps wind-caried
salt. Few flowers or froits were seen on the trees and the fohage
15 not always quite normal, Some tree patches about 10 or 12 feet
high were Angophoras with very little doubt. One patch at least
aboutr & ft. high with a few buds 15 hest as a stupted foyrm of
Ewcalyptus cugonioides {E, Muclleriona seems less likely), The
leaves were thick. [t docs not seem necessary to call iLa vanely;
it may he only a result of the environment.

The low moodand vegeration consists largely of Casudarinas—
C. dustylnand £ palwdose. The Dagger Hakea necurs in low dense
bushes crowded with flowers in Januvary, In the forest it s taller
and not dense. Bredeireyerd encumin s here of smaller growth
than usual and the flowers deep coloured. In fact deep colours ate
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common in this ares, as in Cammon Heath, some of which was in
flower, and it Orthoceras strictune, the Hormed Orchud. In this
moor also is the Flag, Patersonin sericao, deep purple, but its
calouy 15, 1 think, usually deeper than the Patersonias near Mel-
bourne, Other plants here include rhe Large Tangue Orchid and
a Thysanotus. the Fanflower already mentioned, the Prickly Guinea
Flower (Hibbertia tcicwlaris), the Daphite Heath (Bruchylomn
Jephmoides) and a small Boromia.

One of the most remarkable plants is the Lobed Spyridwm (S,
sorpyflaconsn), a mintature among the Rhamnacewe, sometimes
anly a few inches high. Its small size at this locality 1s noticerd by
the Barov, as I take 1t that this 1s his Jocality given as “mauth of
the Genon River,” A varicty of Senecle awstralis with toothed
leaves (var. Macvodontn) occurs with the Lree patches. One ol
the eastern Geebungs, Persoomo [unceolata, occurs as scattered
Tushes in the moorlund, perhaps more «s the Jand curves over
toward a creek. Neay the headland coast reatree and M elalencn
armilfarts give some shelter,

The luwer palts of many of the valleyd have a vegetation of
espeeial interest. micluding several kinds of trees and various clinb-
mg plants, suome of which are of large size. Lillypillies (Lwgestia
Smmthit) ave prominent with Bolwarta ( Expomatio lowrina). The
FEupnmatia often shows slender npright growth whicli curves vver
and sometimes even Jooks bike a halt chmber, The young {cliage
is large and Lright and aromatic; fiower bids were present in
January on low growth, but we did not see any of the flowers
which are said to be strongly scented, The large Pitrosporum also
ocenrs, and the Notelaea and Elaeocarpus already mentioned. The
Notelaea wvaries n its leal shape and size and the fruil colonr
changes with the degree of miaturity, bul all examined seemed
refecable to V. longifelia.

The largest of the climbers is a true grape-vine, Fitis kypoglmica;
Tts thick stems form great lnops from tree tn tree. Some former
support hias gone, leaving lengths of the climber in mid-air. The
Stalked Doubah, Marsdons vasirata, 15 also common, with the
peculiar Howers and milky juice wsual in the Asclepiad family.
Another woody chimber s the Morida (M. jasminoides). Ir was
af smaller growth, but we found au.opportunity t& obtain flowers
where a fallen trec had broughe down the chmber with 1. The
‘Tecoma 15 vather mare widespreud, nat confined to this kind of
valley, Swmilaa awstrelis is a climber of the Lily family, of a peculiar
secrion, with net veining in the leaf. It climbs by tendrils and is
armed with substantial prickles, so that it is a well-known impecli-
ment Lo travel. The Wombat-heery { Eustrepluss latifaling) helnngs
to a quite different sechun of the Taly family. It is an asparagoid
chimber, samewliat resembling in aspect the broad-leaf Asparagus
(ar Myisipivllym) of gardens, which is often called Smilax in
error. True Smilax is quite diferent.
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The Rasp fern {Deedia asperaj, with tinted frouds, 1s sometimes
atmndane, and in a gully in the steeper country at the Marrows we
fuend the Creeping Polypody (Cyelophoris serpens). To this
gully also the Grass Fiag, Libertia panienlata, was found, Nearby
a stecp hillside descends to the Narrows. Here we found the Flax
Lily { Dignalls coerulea). confirming the accucrence of thig species
Ut Victorsa, Iere also were the Prockly Shagay Pea (Oavivbinm
rritabatune) and the Twining Guinea Flower (Hibbertia dentala).
Al e ioot of the slope Dodonara triguetre occurs, as well as the
common O, wisears, The Muttonwood, Rapanea (or Myrsine)
Heawitttana, occlirs near the Lillypillies, but i3 not so lmited. It
extends westward also as Jav asg the valleys of the Keiloy Plgius.
Some examples showed an abundance of the purple Truits clothing
the stems just below the ioliage. This habit of flowering ou old
stems hehind the present growth is said W he {requent in some
depse warm forests elsewliere. Upstream the Lillypilly valleye
merge into orilinary forest villeys, with such famihizr trees as Lhe
Huzel Pamaderris and Blanketleaf { Bedfordia saliciia),

The coastal hununacks did not present any unusial featti'es at
the parts visited except a large form of the Sword Sedge ( Lepidos-
permia gladialnm ). The sandspit hetween {he enrance and e
clitfs carried little but Cakile, but this s new graund, Ar the [ew
places visited oo the vuler coast T did wol find any examples of
the Sceuted Fanflower ( Seeevols colendulocca), nov of Senecio
spathmlotns, nor Stockhovsia spothideta, thongh these oecur at
Lakes Futrance, Thev wight be fonnd on further search On the
cliT west of (he entrance there are good plants of Alyre and some
Coryea (lba.

Ameng the rarer plints found at vanous places were the Black
Bogrush (Schosnwy melonostechyws), o FPulenaea, apparently o
non-prickly form of F. styphelioides. The Molncca Brantble, which
‘anges Trom Orbost to the Philippines, was seen; it has a rather
altraclive red flower. Five species of Perseonie. were observed.
Crher interesting species, though scarcely rare, melude the Tick
Pea [Desmodrntn vavians), secn at various places, Several species
of Helicheysum were found, inclading H. oblongifoliuss and A
Boxtert. The Showy Cassinia was also seen. A few late Aowers of
Teiratheca were collected and seemi to include hoth T, prlose and
T, glandwlosa. Wa daubt many plants not in Rower escaped notice.
Caorrea yubro occurs in a form with a shghtly pink tinge in the red
flowers, diffening in flower and leaf from the red Correa ar Fern-
hank, near Baivnedale, aud more resembling a 1all form found near
Kalirona, Scutellaria mollis, had been found n previous vears, and
exhibited A Mitrasacme, probabily M, polymiospha, was phserved
at dwore than one place, Hrosera spathylete was seen in a readside
drata i black moeist sail. Goodessa barbata, recorded for Genoa,
oecurs o1 the road some distance wesl of that township.

The Hurbariunl staff has kindly compared several of the less
tamiliar plams, for which we tender our best thanks.



